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NONFARM YOUTH WORK ON FARMS 


2° A Summary of Nine Evaluation Studies of the 

at. , 1943 Victory Farm Volunteers Program | 

Sarl tame tees oath 

Tre armed forces and war industries have drawn off much of the 
usual farm labor which farmers depended upon in the past.This has resulted 
in a critical shortage of farm labor, The Victory Farm Volunteers program 
is a part of Extension's farm labor program and is designed to tap the 
youth power of the towns and cities for farm work, 


Factual Basis of this Report 


: This summary report is based on the results of nine studies of the 

_ VFV program in seven States. Three studies were made in Minnesota, New 
Jersey, and Vermont of the VFV, "live in" program in which nonfarm youth 
went to the farms to live and work for the summer. Five studies were made 
in Louisiana, Maine, New Jersey, Oregon, and Pennsylvania of the VFV "day- 

: haul" program in which nonfarm youth lived at home and were transported 

; daily to the farms for work, One study was made in New Jersey of the VFV 

"camp" program at the Peddie School, where the nonfarm youth lived togother 

at the school and were transported daily to the farms. In this report the 

"day haul!" and "camp" results were included together. 


The studies were made by personal interviews with 163 farmers and 
398 youth. In some.cases the parents of the boys and girls were also 
visited, . Conferences were held with the supervisors in charge of the VFV 
program and with the school authorities. — 


What the Farmers Thought of the VFV 
The general reaction of the farmers was that: they'were satisfied 


with the work the VFV did, that they liked them, and they wanted them 
again. next year.:.There was but little difference in these respects be- 


~ tween the-attitude.of the. farmers who had "livo in" youth and those who 


had. "day haul" youth as shown in table 1, 
Ae The farners would like to employ. the" same VFV again next year in 
order to have the advantage of their training and experience. 


Most of the farmers employing “live in" youth felt they were not 
so good aS usual hired men, because of their inexperience and lack of 
physical strength, However, they felt the youth were a satisfactory sub- 
stitute in these times for the usual hired men and didn't know how they 
‘could have got along without the young folks. About one farmer out of 
six thought his VFV was equal to or better than the usual help. 


_ The rattitude of the farmers employing "day haul" youth was some~ 
what different. .They were much better pleased with the VFV. One-half 


of tho farmers fcolt the young folks were equal to or better than the usual 
hired help, | Srey. : 
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imaaee arc. probably. two. ‘reasons eon: this dif ne 

experienced "live in" youth were expected to learn and to. 

_, general farm jobs necessary: in. running a farm. They were r 

day to do: one or two specific jobs. The “day haul" boys and 

_ home and went out by the. day to pick beans or dig potatoes 

oY harvest vegetables, ate had one or two tatty Hens Ve 
do. : 
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Table 1.'--Farmers!. attitude toward the VFV 
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In the second place, it. was customary practice as farmers. ee 
hire nonfarm youth to work by the day and to do these sap rae ce Jobs. 
in peacetime many Feces dep st on eae Bence: 


outenis for some ook in the summer, 
the farmers called BRCe ie past year. 


around Ona farm, Lt. was. ae tee difficult for inesporiohaee ‘boy i 
girls to become reasonably skillful in many , necessary farm pone Ln 


Made et) bret period of a mrcape: Ty i Tae 


Naverthel eae) nee all of the farmers, 95 pereent, “said t 
wanted some Victory Farm Volunteers again next: year, nt ae 
shortage continues, as they think it WELT is keen Lik 
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1a Aa "tne viv. were Seba abba’ with. their summer! si “experience. “jn ore work 

ie as indicated in table B, They were Satisifed with the-hours of''work even 
though the "live ins" worked long hours as shown in table 4, The “live’ in!" 
youth. learned to realize that a, ‘farmer's day was long in the summer. As 
a part. of the farm family they ‘usually got up in the morning when the fan- 
ily. did and went to bed at night. when’ they, aid or before. They. learned 
that there were days when. the work was. very jight’ because of the weather 

-gonditions and that. there were. other days, that they had , to Die ol hay | while 
“the sun nes. ml ; ) 
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: “The "day ere were better satisfied with’ ‘their: wages than the 
"Live | int VFV. The "day haul" VFV received a higher rato of ‘pay ‘than the 
"live ins," The"day haul" youth lived at home, ,and the: farmer did not: 
furnish ‘room and board which was considered in thd’ rate of pay of the» 
. “Live ins," *'The main. reason the "live in VEV were not so well - satisficd 
with their wages as were ‘the "day hauls" was the long Hours, ‘of work | eae day. 
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And yet, 96 percent’ of ‘the VFV said they want to do farm work 
again.next, year on the same farm or on another farm, Some of the youth who 
were not. satisfied with the Wages and hours relationship, felt that a change © 
-of farms would. help the eth yeu on Some: bie orn expect more of the youth 
en other farmers. eran Pie. 


“Much care had been exercised.in. serednine the farms on ‘which’ the 
VFV. were placed. Tt was’ ‘important to consider the farmer's understanding, 
and, that of his wife, of city boys ‘and girls who wanted to do farm work, Bs 
The patience they would’ show had ‘to be appraised, as well as the home _ 
conveniences to which city youth are accustomed, Although there were. many 
adaptations the youth had to make, nevertheless by the end of the summer 
97 percent of them were satisfied with the living conditions. 


Four out of five farmers had had at least an eight-grade educa=- 
tion. Most-of -the farn. homes had modern conveniences such as electric—. 
ity, telephone, radio, ° newspaper, and a car, as shown in table 3, They | 
had magazines, but in hany” ‘cases not the kind the youth were accustomed 

-to. The VFV bought their own magazines, 


Table 3. - Characteristics of the Farm Re 
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=. The reasons for doing farm work last summer were somewhat dif- 
ferent for, the two groups’of VFV. About 9 out of. 10 of the "live in" group 
went: to the farm to work largely because they wanted. farm. work experience, 
They were. interested * ‘in farm work and wanted to “get out into the country". 
Only 5 out of 10. oF the “day haul" group mentioned farn work experience as 
a reason for doing farm work, : 


; Physical benefits: rated higher among the "live in" group than a- 
mong the "day haul" group. War service and money earned were higher among 
the "day haul" group, The reason that money earned was mentioned $0 fre- 

quently by the "day haul" group was the higher cash wages they received, 

When asked what they did with their money theysaid they bought war bonds, 
school clothes, ‘saved some, and used part for spending money’. Some bought 
things they had been wantine for a long time, such as a watch, — a 
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Table 5. - Characteristics of the VFV 
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The type of vars expected :of the youth in. rélationship to their. 
ages and strength, as well as the fact they were going away. from home to 
live with strangers, were factors which made it seem:unwise to have younger 
boys as "live ins! 


The ‘fay haul" situation was somewhat different. In years past it 
was customary for younger children :to work on the farms by the day pick- 
ing beans and doing other similar work, This custom was continued, result— 
ing in about one-third of "day-haul" youth interviewed being under 14, The 
difference between this year and previous years’ was the great emphasis 
placed on supervision, safe methods of:.transportation, good working con- ~ 
ditions, and fair treatment. Farmers have begun to realize that good. super— 
vision is not only beneficial for ae teh but pays for itself. 


Most of the "live in" VFV were in the senior. high school, although 
over a third were in the junior high school, Most of the "day haul" VFV 
were in junior high school or below and about one-fifth in the senior. 
high school. This indicates that training programs are needed, in junior | 
as well as senior high schools for the preparation of the. youth in anderen ive 
standing their contributions in providing food and for working on farms , 


What the ie. Learned 
The Vi toes: Farm Voluntesed program is first and foremost a program at 
for utilizing youth power resources in producing and harvesting much-needed ~ 
food. In addition, the program was a valuable educational experience. These 
young people did a variety of jobs that were new to them, They had the 
benefit of training, They lived with strangers. They worked together wi th “ 
other young folks. They had the advantage of good supervision, eg 


> 
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Ninety-seven percent of the "live in! group and 63 percent of the 
"day haul" group learned new skills or improved old ones, The boys and 
girls who went out by the day had less opportunity for a large variety of 
farm work and less chance to learn new skills, Furthermore, to many, their 
work was not new to them, They had worked on those jobs in previous summers, 


Table 6, — Educational experience for the VFV 


of tbh SA mig % és . 
Percentage of VFV 
VFV ; VEV : 
Live-ins : Day-haul : Total 
; (1). (2) (3) (4) 
VFV who thought they had - 
Learned to adjust to new situa~ 


ee ee ee 


ee 0 @o ‘ae lee 
= «se ee 2828 ee 8 ©8 @2 e868 


ee ee @2# @e Ge fae 


MLE UR Chie Sarg eh etal yioh ie hase cc: 95 - = 
Obtained a better understanding : 

PE SLETMOU Es EET ews rs ye) og 0s 96 ; be : = ; 
Learned new skills....... Gacte Siler eat On : 97 : 63 : sg ; 


Nearly all of the young folks who went to the farms to live and work 
Said they had learned to adjust to the new situations and had obtained a 
better understanding of the farmer's life, table 6. Acquainting city folks 
with the problems of the farm is a significant educational experience. 


There were some outstanding cases of the development of good work 
habits. Many youth mentioned good work habits, "learned to work steady," 
aS Something important they got out of the summer's work, Some said they 
valued the new friendships made. Others said it was good for them; it 
kept them out of trouble in town. 


In Salem, Ore., the juvenile officer was very much in favor of young 
boys and girls working on farms, He pointed out that when they were con- 
Structively occupied they had no time for delinquent acts. His records 
Showed that when the boys and girls were not occupied, the juvenile com- 
plaints coming to his office were five or six a day, but during the summer 
when the boys and girls were doing VFV work, he got only one or two com- 
plaints a week, Other counties reported Similar experiences, 


Extending Extension 


Through the VFV program farm families have been reached who have never 
participated previously in extension, In these studies families who had 
never before taken part in extension programs constituted 11 percent of 
those employing nonfarm boys and girls to live and work on the farm. Suc- 
9 cessful contacts of this sort form a basis for extending the values of 
extension teaching to farm people. 
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